For IMMEDIATE RELEASE — DECEMBER 12, 2007

Contact: Phil Powers
Executive Director
The American Alpine Club
303-384-0110
ppowers@americanalpineclub.org

ANNOUNCING THE OPENING OF THE BRADFORD WASHBURN
AMERICAN MOUNTAINEERING MUSEUM

Introducing a world class mountaineering museum, nestled at the foot of the Colorado
Rocky Mountains — the first of its kind in the U.S.

The American Alpine Club, The Colorado Mountain Club, and The National Geographic Society

proudly announce the opening of the Bradford Washburn American Mountaineering Museum in

Golden, Colorado on February 16, 2008. In the words of Jim Whittaker, AAC member and the

first American to summit Mt. Everest, —T he Amer i can Mountaineering
of its kind in North America and the ultimate mountaineering experience available indoors.

Visitors will be inspired to learn more about mountaineering history world-wide, safety and

mountain conservation through the use of artifacts, exhibits, interactive learning situations and

public programming. |

One of most celebrated artifacts within the Museum is the ice axe of Pete Schoening, used to

save the lives of five men on adramatic K2r escue t hat has come to be
The axe represents the height of mountaineering ethics and is on loan from the Washington State

Historical Society. The formal presentation of the Schoening ice ax will be February 23, 2008 at

4:00pm.

Upon entering the museum — over a crevasse — a large scale model of Mt. Everest is visible on
the floor below. Blind climber Eric Weihenmayer felt his way around the model in preparation to

climb the mountainin2 0 0 1 . According to Phil Power s, Exe
spirit of mountaineering, there is no set route for exploring the Museum. Exhibits focus on
everything from culture to climate change. |l

The museum is the capstone project of the American Mountaineering Center, which is now
complete. The building, which is home to The American Alpine Club, The Colorado Mountain
Club, and Outward Bound, also houses the largest mountaineering library in the Western
Hemisphere, a three-story indoor climbing wall, a 320-seat theatre and a 300-person conference
facility.

The Bradford Washburn American Mountaineering Museum is located within the American
Mountaineering Center at 710 Tenth Street in Golden, Colorado. Admission will be $6.50 for
the general public with discounted rates for seniors, children, groups, Friends of the Museum and
members of the partnering organizations. For more information, please visit:
http://owamm.blogspot.com/ or www.AmericanAlpineClub.org.



Partnering Organizations

The American Alpine Club: The AAC unites climbers to advance the climbing way of life. Key
roles include protecting the vertical landscapes that climbers frequent, advocating for American

climbers around the world, preserving climbin
The AAC publishes the definitive annuthel reco
American Al pine Journal, and operates the Wes

and museum. The Alpine Conservation Partnership builds on a long line of significant

conservation efforts, including the work of former club leaders John Muir and David Brower.

The AAC runs the Grand Teton Cli mbers’ Ranch,
and offers more grants to fund climbing expeditions than any other U.S. organization. The

AAC’ s ongoing commit me mg clintbes datenbacg t019020 gearm nd s u |
more and become a member at www.AmericanAlpineClub.org.

The Colorado Mountain Club: The CMC is the oldest outdoor education, recreation, and
conservation organization in Colorado. Founded in 1912, CMC reaches an annual constituency
of over 40,000 citizens, including 5,600 youth, providing a comprehensive and diverse range of
programs and activities. Programs revolve around education, conservation, science, history,
policy, recreation, arts and culture. CMC offers a wide range of opportunities for the public to
explore, observe, and learn about the Southern Rockies, while simultaneously leading efforts to
protect the species, habitats, and wildness of our public lands. CMC publishes a quarterly
magazine, the Trail & Timberline and operates a book press with more than 20 current titles. No
other organization in the Intermountain West has such a strong or broad-based approach
connecting people and our Colorado landscape.

The National Geographic Society (NGS): Since 1888, the NGS has traveled the Earth, sharing its
amazing stories with each new generation. The Society's Mission Programs support critical
expeditions and scientific fieldwork; encourage geography education for students; promote
natural and cultural conservation; and inspire audiences through new media, vibrant exhibitions,
and live events.

Design Team

Quatrefoil Associates: Quatrefoil Associates provides exhibit design and fabrication services to
museums. Founded in 1989, Quatrefoil has extensive background in all areas of exhibit planning,
development and design; multimedia production; engineering, fabrication, and installation. Our
clients include science and technology museums, history and cultural museums, children's
museums and others—Iocal and national, large and small.

Andrews & Anderson Architects, PC: Founded in 1990, Andrews & Anderson Architects, PC
offers a full range of architectural services, including planning, architectural design and historic
preservation to a diverse client base located across the state of Colorado, and the Rocky
Mountain Region.



